
Introduction to 
Covenant Studies 

in the Book of Hebrews

Elbert Joseph 1 October 22, 2018   



Contents
Covenant Relay..............................................................................................................4
Does it end or not?........................................................................................................5
Outcomes and Purposes (selected at random) of the Incarnation......................................5
The Outcomes of the GC are historic...............................................................................6
The terms of the New Covenant.....................................................................................6
A firm grip on the Torch.................................................................................................8

Elbert Joseph 2 October 22, 2018   



The Bible is conveniently divided into Old and New Testaments.  This helps us pinpoint God's timely 
interventions.  We have recognized that events in one time period of human history are by arrangement and may
become irrelevant in another.  The first seismic shift followed the seduction of humans by the devil.  Another 
came with the post-flood arrangements.  God uses these arrangements to assure humanity that there are due 
considerations to man's needs and and God's expectations.  Essentially, no one is able to charge God with being 
capricious.

Despite God's introduction of several arrangements the common takeaway has been that there are two 
covenants that dominate the spiritual landscape:  the Sinai Covenant (SC) and the Covenant of Grace (CG).  With 
a strict reference to Abraham's descendants, the prophets spoke of a new covenant.  The identity of that new 
covenant must affirm the demise of the old.  This is why a change of mind was pressed upon the Hebrew people 
by John the Baptist and Jesus.

And say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Cursed be the man that obeyeth not the 
words of this covenant, Jer 11:3, 

Even when given a chance to redeem the broken relationship - broken at Sinai - by Jeremiah through release of 
servants in accordance with the jubile conventions (Jer 34:8-11) they stumbled.  The question of the SC standing 
or being in force when there is no temple service, no active priesthood is simply ridiculous and fabulous 
nonsense.   Equally absurd is the idea that the modern state of Israel is a kingdom of which Yahweh is the 
monarch when no appreciation of the Solomonic dignity is apparent in Judaism.  We have seen little interest in 
Davidic priorities since the return from exile in Persia.   Judaism seems locked in on Moses and the attitude has 
been that only Moses matters.  Since John the Baptist is the zenith of prophetic ministry we have to conclude 
that Moses would be in on that proclamation. 

Real freedom cannot be achieved with Moses as the guide.  Moses himself passes the torch to Messiah 
( (Deu.18:15-19, Acts 3:22-24)

and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the 
law of Moses. Acts 13:39,

It is both blindness and a lack of courage that identifies the outcome of the preaching of the prophetic message. 
We have also seen that every generation of the Hebrew people showed itself utterly resistant to God's will, even 
while they were busy with the models of salvation history - engaging in the tabernacle services and the grand 
festivals.  Yeshua said that his contemporaries had put patriarchal tradition above God's express will.  They 
preferred to wash bodies, pots, pans, tithe precious metals and vegetable materials to caring for one another, 
even for their parents, and shoving gentiles to the back of the line or bus.  This fall out is captured in the 
following excerpt from a discussion about washing hands and its relationship to eating.

and when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other 
traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining 
couches.) Mark 7:4, And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not walk 
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” Mark 7:5, And he said to them, “Well
did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “‘This people honors me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me; Mark 7:6, in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of 
men.’ Mark 7:7, You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.” Mark 7:8, And he 
said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to establish your 
tradition! Mark 7:9, 

The interest of the people God targets may turn to the approach adopted by Israel at Sinai.  The giving of the 
covenant was intended to set up a system of approach to God, hence the terms (for the tabernacle, the place and
the activity) mishkan, miqdash, qarab , respectively residence, holiness, and offer[ing] or drawing near.  For 
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Christians the question of approach is settled once for all by Christ.  Since Moses offered an ineffective 
arrangement – no freedom was possible - we must be ready to put Christ front and centre.  The annual cycle 
itself was evidence that the covenant remain unfulfilled.  The entire round of sacrifice and festivals was a 
playhouse operation.

Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to 
him in whatever he tells you. Acts 3:22, And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that 
prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ Acts 3:23, And all the prophets who have spoken, from 
Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. Acts 3:24, You are the sons of the 
prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your 
offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ Acts 3:25, God, having raised up his servant, sent 
him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.” Acts 3:26, 

The central theme of the book is that God is speaking, prophets can hush.  Put more generously, if one thought 
that the prophets were authoritative and deserved attention then think again now that God's son is on the stage 
and the others have left the stage.

Covenants that are central to the developing of the thesis in Hebrews and two. SC and the CG.  The author 
graphically delivers his tale of two mountains in chapter 12, 18-25.

One cannot simultaneously be under a covenant that is timeless (eternal) and one that is a failure and temporary.

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of 
the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, Heb 13:20, 

Covenant Relay
In course of the mother of prophetic transitions it would be great to tell whether a torch was 
passed between John the Baptist and Yeshua.  While was recognized as rabbi [or teacher] 
(John 1:38, Mark 9:5, Mark 10:51, Matt 9:11, John 20:16),  messenger or prophet (Matt 
21:11,  Luke 7:16, Luke 24:19,  John 6:14) he disappointed observers by not being mindless 
disciple of anyone and by different from all who had preceded him as Yahweh's witnesses.

John certainly did not inform Yeshua.  We can safely say that in his subjection to his parents he learned Torah 
from them and with them.  If we also consider Yeshua's interaction with the academics and power brokers when 
he was only 12 years old we have to conclude that Mary and Joseph must have learned a great deal from him as 
his eyes opened to the one line that mattered.  Who will deliver the race?

While there are many who heard Yeshua preach and teach who also ended up thinking that the Law of 
Moses/God was the big deal and the only deal  we have enough evidence that there never was any 
righteousness or freedom achieved by anyone in history.  We are certain too that the Sinai covenant was not 
intended to bring in righteousness.  Righteousness had been previously announced in Abraham's faith - NOT IN 
HIS WORKS -in God's promise.

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, 
by the blood of the eternal covenant, Heb 13:20, 
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Does it end or not?
Two opposing covenants cannot be endured.  Christ came to earth with one command in his briefcase and his 
success is seismic.  When we compare Adam we find that he too had extensive liberty amid a divine mandate to 
have dominion and fill the earth, and one prohibition.

Maybe greed might constrain a person to hang to an old irreparable jalopy when a better by far winged chariot 
was delivered free of charge.

But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better 
covenant, which was established upon better promises. Heb 8:6, 

 

Perhaps a person is convinced that the first covenant was perfect - like Yeshua is.  That is not what Scripture tells 
us.

For if that first covenant had been faultless, 

then should no place have been sought for the second. Heb 8:7, 

It was a failure and perfect things do not fail.  Both things and individuals characterized as just, holy and good, 
are failures.   Adam was poised for greatness; not rolled off the line like a finished automobile.  Adam's goodness 
and reliability were not even like the mountains God, one of which God has chosen to be the foundation ad for 
standing firm.  Take a lesson from Edenic goodness and perfection.  The creation was pronounced  very good 
and we are fully aware of the catastrophic developments of 6000 years ago, the outcomes of which we are still 
encountering.   The Sinai Covenant (SC) should not be sold as the enduring one because it came as the first (and 
abortive) foundation of official people status.  Judging anyone by the Law is a death trek.

Outcomes and Purposes (selected at random) of the Incarnation

Here are some explicit purpose statements about Christ's mission and we find no mention of 
the Law.  These are all exclusively Christ-centred operations.

1) to subject all things to Christ  Heb 2:8, 
2) to perfect (make complete) salvation  Heb 2:10, 

3) to be make like a human  Heb 2:17, 

4) to help the tempted  Heb 2:18, 

5)  to sympathize with the weakness of his people Heb 4:14, 

6) to replace the ineffective services  Heb 9:8,  Heb 10:1, 

7) to appear in heaven as advocate  Heb 9:24, 

8) to do God's will (die for the ungodly, lay down his life and take it again so he give us what God had in 
mind from  eternity past. )  Heb 10:7, 

9) to declare that faith alone can please God Heb 11:6

10)to equip us to do God's will Heb. 13:21
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The Outcomes of the GC are historic
Christ is risen!  Christ is like Melchisedec, not an Aaronic priest, and greater than Solomon.

He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but 
resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever. Heb 7:3, 

The demise of the first covenant is not up for discussion.  Witness to this are the resurrection of Christ, the 
destruction of the temple, the people's abandonment of the marketplace and circus that dominated the centre of
Mosaic Judaism, and the replacement of full compliance with the law by fulfilling all righteousness through 
baptism (Mat. 3:15).

In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and 
growing old is ready to vanish away. Heb 8:13, 

The inheritance is not land in Canaan.  Christians cannot be exiled from their inheritance.

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption 
of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise
of eternal inheritance. Heb 9:15, 

Christ effectively replaces the temple as the functional seat of mercy and atonement

by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, Heb 
10:20, 

Our confession of faith in God's Son and our love replaces the death march of perfect obedience to covenant 
terms.

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. Heb 10:23, 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, Heb 10:24, not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near. Heb 10:25, 

The terms of the New Covenant
Understanding Grace's Covenant

The SC was an offer.  Compliance with the covenant (book and tablets) was required for the 
Hebrew people to become a priestly nation.  The worship of the Golden Calf sunk that boat 
decisively.  Hence God chose to send angelic help for the journey to Canaan (Exo. 33:3).  
Otherwise, his personal presence would have meant certain destruction of the people (Exo. 
32:10).  Even so, the entire generation that exited Egypt as saved died in the desert. 
It is expressly not the terms of the Sinai Covenant

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and 
with the house of Judah: Jer. 31:31 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the 
day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they 
brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: Jer. 31:32

The responsibility lies with God. 

1. But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, 

2. I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; 

3. I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Jer. 31:33
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The human responsibility is to STOP the teaching, because God personally teaches his people.  Kingdom life 
cannot be taught.  We preach (proclaim) the good news, and particularly teach the things Christ taught us to 
guard.

And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the 
LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. Jer. 31:34

But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no 
need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about 
everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him. 
1John 2:27, 

A fried conscience is the only way for a follower of Christ to turn away to Moses or any other source.  If the law is
written in the heart it boggles the mind to grasp how it is not a millstone around the neck, because we know that
we miss the mark every single day.  We cannot come to God without contrition or a plea for forgiveness as Christ
taught us to pray.  Sinless Christians are like a $13 coin.   The SC in the heart is a manifest lie. The one source of 
Messianic material is the Holy Spirit.  He guides into all truth and he delivers in a timely fashion all we need to 
know about Christ and the kingdom.

The most blatant departure from the covenant is the Jewish insistence that followers of Christ commit to Sinai's 
terms. This is a complete non-starter.  The sinner becomes a saint as a result of God's generosity, not because of 
eating or drinking correctly, or observing festivals, or promising to be obedient (like the people at Sinai).  The 
same blindness covers much of Christendom: morality is a set of prohibitions about touching, tasting and 
handling, instead of the flow of divine excellence.  It is what comes out of us that defiles us: what we say, what 
face we show to the world.  

The readiness to pass on the other side like the priest and Levite in our Lord's parable of the merciful Samaritan is
still with us.  Believers who hold the Law as the priority ("conclusion of the whole matter = "this is what man is 
about" Ecc. 12:13) will practice exactly what the law says: treat sinners as unclean.  As long as prospective 
converts are seen as unclean and excluded from fellowship as James was found doing when he bullied Peter to 
briefly concede (Gal. 2:9-14).

We do not see how Peter's conviction that Gentiles were not like unclean animals plays out in modern 
commandment-keepers.  We all know that xenophobic tendencies are a major obstacle to honesty and a pure 
gospel message.  We also know that gospel is not everything spoken by the prophets.  Christ did not preach 
Moses.  He preached the kingdom of God and righteousness obtained by (a) faith and (b) confession.  This is 
how people enter their inheritance.  Adding doctrines to the message "Believe and be saved" are a sure path to 
plagues and shut doors.  

Christians begin their journey as adults, not juveniles subject to tutors.   The tutors and guardians of the juvenile 
human are elementary worldly principles, not kingdom pathways.

but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. Gal 4:2, In the same way we also,
when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. Gal 4:3, But when the 
fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, Gal 4:4, 
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But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again 
to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want to be once more? 
Gal 4:9, 

If we do not  believe that we are needy and make little progress without the Holy Spirit's help we are still in the 
misery of destruction and anger.  Even to pray – our elementary conversations with the Heavenly Father - is 
beyond our capacity.  We recognize that the faith we express to be saved is also a gift (paired with a repentant 
mind).

We might conclude that we are saving ourselves if we believe the law-is-boss argument.  There is only one 
Saviour, not human, but the Incarnate God.

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. Rom 8:26, 

A firm grip on the Torch
Confidence in the Christian Message

This does not need a prophet.  We have Christ and his apostles, who were rescued from the fables of the Jewish 
tradition.  No-one can come up with a reliable means to interpret the gospel other than the Greek New 
Testament.  We can expect Jews to make a pitch for themselves as having particular insight into the customs that 
attended our Lord's experience.  They cannot claim to have insight into the underlying contemporary language 
of the society.  Jewish traditions do not define the kingdom way.

God has not called us to become Jews.  There is no second Israel.  The church does not become a nation above 
all others.  Its priesthood and fellowship with God is made real by Lamb's blood.  It is a genuine gift.  There is no 
merit to us - not for believing or for doing any duties assigned.  Our experience of the kingdom is not measured 
by our confidence in a relationship with corruptible things.

For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 
confidence in the flesh. Phil 3:3, 

To be saved is to be translated from death to life.  This is not tomorrow.  We are saved by hearing (and 
embracing) a message.

he will declare to you a message by which 

you will be saved, you and all your household.’ Acts 11:14, 

We do not need any version of circumcision to be saved. 

But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” Acts 15:1, 

We do not need the Law to be saved.  Christ, all by himself, went to the cross, and sits alone at God's right hand, 
the pioneers of salvation,

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— Rom 3:21

For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. Rom 3:28

But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For 
apart from the law, sin lies dead. Rom 7:8
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I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. Rom 7:9, 

Our life in Christ has nothing to do with the law.  Humans are dead because of unbelief.  The decree in Eden - 
you will certainly die - has a firm grip on all humans, until the individual believes in the death and 
resurrection of Christ, or as Paul puts is, when faith arrives.

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, 

but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 

because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. John 3:18, 
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